
 

 

 

 

 

What is a Child Protection Conference 

(CPC)? 

A child protection conference (CPC) is a 

meeting that is held when there are concerns 

that a child has suffered or may be at risk of 

significant harm. 

The conference is organised by Children’s 

Social Services and is an opportunity for you 

and professionals to come together to discuss 

any concerns they may have and identify any 

support needs for you and your family. 

 

Advocacy support 

We aim to ensure the child is at the heart of all 

decisions made, so where appropriate the 

child/young person may attend the CPC if they 

wish to. Whether a child or young person 

does/not attend, we will ensure they are fully 

supported so that their views, wishes, and 

feelings are heard.  Whilst your social worker, 

other professionals or even close friends and 

family members may be able to offer this 

support, there may be times where you or 

professionals feel that your child may benefit 

from an independent advocacy. 

 
What is an advocate and what do they 

do? 

Advocacy means getting support from another 

person to help you express your views and 

wishes, and help you stand up for your rights. 

Someone who helps you in this way is called 

an advocate. There are many different types of 

advocates but in this instance, the advocate is 

solely for children and young people going 

through the child protection process. Our 

advocacy service is delivered by Barnardo’s. 

Is my child entitled to an advocate? 

There is no legal right for a child to have a 

Child Protection Advocate, though we 

understand many children and young people 

may wish to use the advocacy service. Where 

the advocacy service is fully booked, we will 

ensure that the Child Protection Chair works 

closely with your child to ascertain their views 

and wishes, just as an advocate would. 

 
How can my child get an advocate? 

Children and young people can self-refer using 

the contact details below, but your parental 

consent will be sought for any referral received 

from a child aged under 16.  You or another 

adult professional can also help with making a 

referral on their behalf.  In either case, your 

child must also want and consent to having an 

advocate before a referral is made. 

➢ Freephone: 0800 085 8287 

➢ Telephone: 0208 768 5058 

➢ Email: advocacy2@barnardos.org.uk  

Once a referral is accepted, the advocate will 

be in touch to update you with what happens 

next, including arranging a suitable time and 

date to meet with your child before 

conference. 

 

Me or my child is not happy with the 

service.  How can we let you know? 

Please click on the QR code image below or 

click here: Children's Social Care - Children 

and Family Feedback to give your feedback: 
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